OLIVER CROMWELL
ation of the old order. The Levellers were socialist-
ically inclined, some of them desiring only a limitation
of the powers of government while others insisted on
the abolition of private property. Thus the Common-
wealth faced defiance abroad and division at home.
To Cromwell and the army, the Council of State now
turned to bring order out of this chaos. And Crom-
well applied force. He began with the Levellers whose
doctrines had honeycombed his army. He sought out
four of their ringleaders and brought than before
the Council. "I tell you," he said, thumping the table,
"you have no other way to deal with these men but to
break them, or they will break you." The Council sent
the four men to the Tower. Next, Cromwell sup-
pressed a mutiny in three of his regiments. He toed:
prisoner four hundred of the mutineers and had three
officers shot
Meanwhile, the Catholic Royalists had rebelled in
Ireland The Council made Cromwell Lord Lieuten-
ant of that country and sent him to crush the rebellion.
He stormed the town of Drogheda, and when it re-
fused to surrender he massacred the entire garrison of
three thousand men. He also butchered about a thou-
sand who had sought asylum in a church. He then pro*
ceeded to capture other towns, although with lesser
cruelties. His own words describe his treatment of
captured garrisons: "When they submitted, their of-
ficers were knocked on the head, and every tenth man
of the soldiers killed, and the rest shipped for Bar*
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